Cytogenetic studies in 11 patients with small cell carcinoma of the lung.
Small cell carcinoma of the lung has reportedly been associated with structural abnormalities of the short arm of chromosome 3, but most of the previous studies were done on long-term cultures that involved cell lines. In the current study, we investigated the chromosome abnormalities in specimens from primary lung tumors grown in short-term cultures. Cytogenetic studies were done in 11 patients with small cell carcinoma of the lung, and a chromosomally abnormal clone was observed in each tumor. An abnormality of chromosome 3 was observed in six of these tumors.